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NORTH WALSHAM HIPPO TRAIL
23rd to 31st May 2009

Watch out for the Griffon Hippos, 
or should that be Grippos?  The 
Griffon Area Partnership currently 
has 2 beasts which will be part of 
the 50 Hippos that can be found 
around North Walsham at the end 
of May.  Voyager have their own 
Hippo, named ‘Harriet’, who will be 
found at Paston Surgery, while the 
Griffon Hippo, named ‘Hugo’ will 
live outside the Griffon office.  The 
Voyager Hippo will be auctioned 
off at the Charity Auction being 
held at Divine Bar and Restaurant 
on 31st May 2009.  So if you want 
to splash the cash and buy yourself 
a Hippo, then get yourself a seat at 
the Charity Auction.  Please contact 
Divine on 01692 405590.
Griffon Parish Conference
9th June 2009

Southrepps Village Hall  9 – 1pm (followed by lunch)

Programme for the Event:

9.00 - 9.30 am Welcome and refreshments

9.30 – 10.45 am Funding and Help

9.30 – 9.45 am Presentation by Peter Smith (Norfolk Rural Community Council

9.45 – 10.00 am Presentation by Slava Puttock (Norfolk Community Foundation)

10.00 – 10.15 am Presentation by Andrew Campbell / Francis Burrows (Voluntary Norfolk)

10.15 – 10.30 am Presentation by Alan Squirrell (Norfolk Credit Union)

10.30 – 10.45 am Question and Answer Session

10.45—11.15am Refreshments

11.15 – 12.00 pm Transport Links

11.15 - 11.40 am Presentation by Paul Gray (NWACTA) and Daniel Yallop (NCC)

11.40 – 12.00 pm Question and Answer Session

12.00 - 1.00 pm How can the Griffon Area Partnership Help?

12.00 – 12.15 pm Presentation by Mike Jones (Griffon Area Partnership)

12.15 – 12.30 pm Presentation by Linda Groves (Voyager Community Group)

12.30 – 1.00 pm Question and Answer Session

1.00 pm Lunch

Griffon is organising a conference for all 26 Parishes in the partnership area on 9th June 2009 at Southrepps Village Hall from 
9.00am to 1pm.  The event will be following by a networking lunch.  The conference is aimed at Parish representatives who are 
seeking information and contacts on such topics as funding for their communities and better transport links.  Speakers will include 
representatives from organisations such as Norfolk County Council, Norfolk Rural Community Council and Voluntary Norfolk.  
For further details please contact Sue Willis at the Griffon office.
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FAMILY FUN AND ‘C’MON DAD’ EVENT
North Walsham – 20th JUNE 2009

To celebrate Father’s Day, the Griffon Area Partnership is running a morning of family fun activities on Saturday 20th June 
2009 at North Walsham Children’s Centre (located in the grounds of North Walsham Junior School). Also the event is to 
launch to C’mon Dad group, a group for dads who do not live with their children.  This group will run every Saturday 
from 10 - 1 at North Walsham Children’s Centre from September.   We already have £5,000 from Norfolk Community 
Foundation to start this project.
 
Activities on the launch day:
Football Skills from Norwich City Football Club, Percussion Music Workshop, Airbrushing a Grafitti Wall, T Shirt and 
Baseball Cap Printing.  Plus free pampering tasters for mums, choose from Indian Head Massage, Reflexology, Foot Massage, 
Hand Massage.  All event free including refreshments.

Gimingham Village Fair  
Saturday 20th June 2009

A traditional village fair will take place in Gimingham, which is located just outside of Mundesley, on Saturday 20th June 2009.  
There will be Photographic and Art Displays, cake stalls, a bonny baby competition, together with garden and flower arrangement 
competitions as well as lots more.  All proceeds raised are going towards the Church and Village Hall and also the Football Club that burnt 
down as a result of an arson attack.  For further details please contact the Elaine Pugh, the Gimingham Parish Clerk on 01692 402998.

FEEL GOOD, FEEL SAFE EVENT  
North Walsham – 25th JUNE 2009

Following many requests from residents in North Walsham, Griffon is organising a ‘well being’ event which is being held on 25th 
June 2009 in North Walsham Community Centre from 10am to 3pm.  The event is covering ‘well being’ in its widest sense and 
will include massage sessions, art therapy, Wii fitness delivered by an Occupational Therapist.  There will also be representatives 
attending from Age Concern, the citizens Advice Bureau.  Advice will also be given on slimming and healthy eating, exercise, 
learning and skills.  The North Walsham Safer Neighbourhood Team will be present to give advice on how people can make 
themselves safe in their own home, while the Norfolk Fire Service will be giving advice on smoke alarms, carbon monoxide 
awareness and general fire safety.  All visitors will be entitled to receive a free smoothie.  Entry to the event will be free.

Come and try:

Making your own smoothie
A 15 minute pampering taster (choose from; Indian Head Massage, Reflexology, Foot Massage, Hand Massage)
A Wii Fit
Mobile Gym Equipment
Art Therapy Taster
Weaving and Spinning
 
Other organisations present:

Learning for Everyone
Citizen’s Advice Bureau
Age Concern
Local Fire Service
Local Police
Rosemary Conley Slimming
North Walsham Library
Roundabout Norfolk
Worstead Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers
North Norfolk District Council
Extra Hands
Voluntary Norfolk
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Voyager Community Group
North Walsham

Voyager is open to anyone who would like to make new friends and try a variety of different activities.  It meets every 
Monday from 10am to 1pm in St Benet’s Hall, and every Wednesday from 10pm to 4pm in the St Nicholas Room, 
both rooms are located next to St Nicholas Church in North Walsham.  The Voyager Project is run by the Griffon 
Area Partnership and is funded until 2011 by the Big Lottery Fund.  For more details please contact the Partnership.

Mondays:

There is a different activity each week primarily focussing on well being, including pampering, relaxation, 
massage, healthy eating etc.  All activities are £2 unless otherwise stated.  There is free access to a computer 
and mobile broadband.  Lunches are served from 12pm at a charge of £1.75.  Monday activities are as follows:

Wednesdays:

From 10am until 12 noon there is a drop-in session with refreshments and the day’s papers, and also the chance to play 
board game or catch up with friends.  Information and advice are available as well as details of other agencies and 
services.  In the afternoon from 2-4pm there is a different activity each week, ranging from talks on local history, 
wildlife and bird watching, art and craft activities and antiques appreciation.  Wednesday activities are as follows:

For all Voyager bookings and enquires, please contact Sue Willis on 01692 407509 or by email at office@griffon.org.uk

Date Activity

1st June Foot Massage (Please book an appointment)

8th June Healthy Eating

15th June Yoga

22nd June Hand Massage (Please book an appointment)

29th June Indian Head Massage

Date Activity

20th May Felt collage

3rd June Mounting and framing artwork

10th June Making Bags (£5)

17th June Local history with Neil Storey
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Griffon Gallery Schedule
2009	

Press Information
For more information on the gallery or the Griffon Area Partnership call Mike Jones on 01692 407509

Notes to Editors
1. 	 The Griffon Area Partnership is a local area partnership. The Partnership brings local organisations, businesses and the public sector together to focus on the needs  
	 of our market town, North Walsham, and its surrounding parishes. 

Griffon Gallery Terms and Conditions

The Griffon Gallery, located within the offices of the Griffon Area Partnership, is a small local gallery located in the market town of North Walsham.  The 
Gallery is available to local artists, community groups and other organisations to exhibit works of art.

The Griffon Gallery is available at a charge of £40 for 4 weeks exhibition time.  This charge will cover:

a.   The organisation by Griffon of a private view launch event 

b.   Publicity, including a press release to the local media.

c.   Production of invitations for the private view

Any exhibition shall last no longer than 6 weeks.

The artist(s) concerned will be responsible for hanging and/or displaying their own works.  Any works sold during the period of the exhibition will incur a 
commission of 25% payable to the Griffon Area Partnership.

Prior to approving the artist(s) for a future exhibition, the curator, Fiona Muller, would wish to see JPEG images of the artists work, together with a short 
biography.  Fiona should be contacted via email at tourism@griffon.org.uk.  For further information, please contact the Griffon Gallery Manager, Mike 
Jones at the Griffon Office.

The Griffon Gallery is proving to be very popular with artists and is already heavily booked for the remainder of 2009, please book early to avoid 
disappointment!

Date exhibition

8th May – 5th June Joy Hodgson/Susie English

12th June – 10th July Voyager Community Group

17th July – 14th August Georgina Thirtle

21st August – 18th September Lucy Care

25th September – 23rd October Shirley Ward

26th-30th October Dark Side of North Walsham Exhibition

6th November – 4th December Paston Heritage Display
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The Griffon Gallery presents ‘Tales Within Detail’
May 8th – June 5th 2009 10.00am – 4.00pm	

Brentnall House, Vicarage Street, North Walsham

Tales Within Detail is an exhibition of work by Susie English and Joy Hodgson.  
Both well known in the local community an exhibition is something that they 
have aimed to do for some time and is a collection of their current works.

Both are very different in their styles, their work and their character.

Joy Hodgson is manager of ARC charity shop.  She is Norfolk born and bred and 
went to North Walsham High School before studying for an Advanced National 
Diploma in Art, Design and Textiles at City College.

Her current work is inspired by patterns and fabrics from work and her surrounds 
and she is currently working with acrylics on large canvas.  She likes to incorporate 
textiles and drawing within different styles in her work and she is particularly 

inspired by modern artists and the flamboyance of artists such as Jean Paul Gaultier.

Susie English is a freelance artist who specializes in photography and video.  She studied for a BA (Hons) in Fine Art and French 
at Exeter University  and followed it up with P.G.C.E. in Art  at Chester College of Higher Education.

She photographs a wide range of subjects, focussing on close up photos showing the intricacies of nature, patterns within nature 
and manmade structures, abstract reflections of light, and landscapes.

Susie goes to New Life Community Church in North Walsham , and many of her videos reflect her Christian faith.

Mike Jones, Development Manager of the Griffon Area Partnership said, ‘This is a great exhibition mixing styles and genres of 
art.  It also shows that the people of North Walsham have some very talented artists in their midst’

So whether you’re an artist, an aspiring artist, a collector or just keen to browse, come along to the Griffon Gallery, it could inspire 
you to pick up your brushes.
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NORTH WALSHAM ART TRAIL
16th to 31st May 2009	

During May 09: There are loads of artists active in and around the town and there are 2 galleries too. This “hub of activity” is 
being promoted through this scheme with help and support of the Griffon Partnership.  The Taster Exhibition for the is being 
held in North Walsham Library from 5th to 23rd May.  Exhibiting artists include Richard Jex Waters, Susanne Lakin, Jane 
Hodgson, Ken and James Richaes, Martin Wall, Nigel Paterson, Berni and Carla Marfleet, Neil Robins, Sue Tatler, Edy Ward, 
Carol Gibbons, Gabriella Buckingham, Paul Robinson, Paul Jackson, Maryjane Edgar and students from Paston College.  Come 
and visit local artists around North Walsham and see their work.  This is a great opportunity to get into art in North Walsham.  
For Further details please call 01692 403984 or Berni Marflett’s website at www.bernimarfleetsculptures.org.uk  A trail map 
is available below.
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WINNER OF THE GRIFFON GOOD FOOD TRAIL COMPETITION
The Griffon Good Food Trail was launched in June 2008.  This trail was designed to promote businesses that produce, sell or 
use good local food.  18 local businesses participated in the food trail and were promoted through the trail leaflet, 5,000 copies 
of which were distributed throughout the area. The leaflet is available as a downloadable document on the Griffon website at  
www.griffon.org.uk.  A competition was also included on the leaflet and the winner was drawn in early 2009.  Winning £100 
was Derek Roberts of North Walsham, who chose to spend his winnings at Papworth Farms Butchers and at The Cockerel 
restaurant and tea room, both businesses being located in North Walsham.  Congratulations Derek, and we hope you enjoyed the 
fruits (or the taste) of your winnings.
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VACANCY FOR A PROJECT OFFICER FOR THE NORTH WALSHAM TOWN 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP
The North Walsham Town Development Group, which is chaired by the Griffon Area Partnership, is looking for a 
Project Officer to conduct research connected with issues concerning the economic prosperity of North Walsham.  A 
particular focus for this Project Officer is investigating ways to improve the efficient operation and future development 
of the Town Centre.  The Project Officer will be expected to deliver visible outcomes. The post will commence in 
July 2009, for a 4 month contract, based upon 10-12 hours per week.  Terms will be on a self-employed basis with the 
contract fees to be negotiated. For a full job description and application form, please contact the office of the Griffon 
Area Partnership on 01692 407509 or email office@griffon.org.uk.

Opportunities
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AN INVITATION TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GRIFFON AREA PARTNERSHIP

Why? 

Griffon is a partnership between members of the community, local councils and a range of public and private bodies whose 
actions affect the people who live in North Walsham and its 25 surrounding parishes.  The purpose is to work together to 
champion and strengthen our community, both economically and socially, working to an agreed action plan.  Griffon is a 
registered charity (No; 1104364) and company limited (No; 5020249) by guarantee and is a membership organisation.
 
How?    

By creating opportunities together.  By working together we strengthen the community, raising and finding solutions to issues 
in a spirit of common purpose. We have already proved the benefit of our linked role between organisations, statutory bodies, 
the private sector and individuals. By working together we can make things happen.

What can I do?  

We invite you/your organisation to show your support by becoming formal members of The Griffon Area Partnership 
Ltd.  Membership costs £5.00 a year, (although bigger donations are welcome and will be put into the Griffon Fund – an 
investment fund for a Community Chest). Please complete the enclosed form and submit it with your membership fee.  There 
is a certain amount of legal wording on the form to satisfy company requirements. Do not be put off by this as it protects your 
interests.

Join our volunteer team to work for a short time to help us in different activities.

What do I get for my £5.00?

•	 Ability to attend our Representative Meetings 
	 Held quarterly in North Walsham Community centre and attended by Partner organisations from Statutory Bodies to 		
	 Community Groups and Voluntary bodies.  Put forward your opinion and let your voice be heard
•	 Make connections at a local level with other Members and Partners
	 Meet the people who actually make things happen at a local level – a great networking opportunity
•	 Voting rights at the Griffon Annual General Meeting
	 You will be able to vote for the appointment of Trustees of the Partnership 
•	 Ability to access the Griffon Small Grant Community Chest
	 If you represent an organization, you will be able to apply for funding from the Griffon Small Grant Community Chest to 	
	 support community projects
•	 Receive all Griffon information, newsletters and updates free of charge
	 You will receive regular mailings of Griffon information, either in hardcopy or via email
•	 Free attendance at the annual Griffon Members Day
	 This event (with food) will be the annual get together of all Griffon members
•	 Invitation to all Private Viewings in the Griffon Gallery
	 You will receive invitation to ALL Private Viewings in the Griffon Gallery (free refreshments)
•	 Reduced rates for advertising on Griffon website
	 Your opportunity for reduced rate advertising on our website
•	 Reduced rates for advertising in Griffon Newsletter
	 Our Griffon newsletter is sent out in hard copy and via email across the North Norfolk area.

How will your voice be heard? 

Organisations, Town and Parish Councils, and Members can attend the Representatives meetings. There are regular open 
public consultations, specific Griffon events, the Griffon newsletter, or by open access to our web site www.griffon.org.uk, by 
invitation to your organisation or business, and by an open door policy at our office, when it is open, where you can view and 
share in the current level of activity.

For more information contact Mike Jones, Partnership Development Manager. 
32, Vicarage St. North Walsham. NR28 9DQ. T: 01692 407509 E: office@griffon.org.uk

Getting involved
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Representatives Group Meeting dates in 2009 are:

22nd September 	 – 	 St Benet Hall, Church Rooms, North Walsham. 
24th November 	 – 	 St Benet Hall, Church Rooms, North Walsham

All Representaive Meetings start at 10.00am

Open Public Meeting dates in 2009 are:

16th July 	 – 	 St Benet Hall, Church Rooms, North Walsham
8th October 	 – 	 Small Hall, North Walsham Community Centre (Annual General Meeting)

Membership forms are available direct from the Griffon Office in North Walsham, or can be downloaded from our website at 
www.griffon.org.uk.

Getting involved (continued)
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KNAPTON

Sitting in the lovely Norfolk countryside and within sight of the sea, Knapton is 
a perfect example of a peaceful Norfolk village.

The Civil Parish has borders with six other parishes - Paston, Mundesley, 
Trunch, Swafield, Edingthorpe and North Walsham.

The name of the Parish has been the subject of many theories, but it is felt that 
it probably dates from the time the Danes landed and settled in Norfolk.

A small village, with only 150 homes, Knapton nevertheless has two places of 
worship, St Peter and Paul Church and the Methodist Chapel.

The Methodist Chapel began life as a Baptist Meeting House. After careful 
restoration and development it provides a homely and attractive place for 
worship. Considerable new building has been done over the last fifty or so years 

and the planning laws have ensured that the work has been sympathetic to the existing village.

One of the oldest buildings, and a popular tourist attraction, is the Church of St Peter and Paul.

The building is mainly 14th century, although there is evidence of an earlier church on the site.

The roof is probably the most handsome parish church roof in the country, some seventy-three feet by just over thirty feet of 
wonderful woodwork.

It was erected in 1503 of Irish oak and is double hammer-beam, with eleven bays. It is ’supported’ by wonderful carved figures 
of Prophets, Apostles, Angels and Archangels.

 
KNAPTON TOGETHER

Knapton Together is an exciting village project, bringing together all the village 
residents to raise vital funds to maintain both the Church and the Chapel and to 
help with the costs of general maintenance of the Village Burial Ground.

This fun-packed weekend will take place on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th July. 
On both days there will be a Flower Festival in the Church and the Chapel. 
Refreshments will be available in the Chapel and at MADRA (where there will 
be a cricket match in the afternoon). On Saturday evening, the Church is hosting 
a jazz evening with canapés and wine.

On Sunday, as well as the many events outlined above, there will also be Open 
Gardens, a Craft and Gift Exhibition, a barbecue and a display of classic cars and 
motorbikes. On both days, visitors will have the opportunity to visit the Arabella 
Studio, where they can watch beautiful jewellery being created and the Garden 

Carriage Company, where they can explore handmade garden carriages.

If any readers are interested in display their classic cars or bikes, playing cricket, creating a floral display or becoming involved in 
the weekend in any way, they should contact Tricia Doidge (01263 721855).

We look forward to welcoming you all to Knapton on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th July!

Focus on a village...

St Peter & Paul Church, Knapton

The double hammer beam roof
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Spring Floral Design in North Walsham

Darrell Swail moved from London to set up his business in North 
Walsham.  

His roots are in Camden and he trained at McQueens who are famous 
for providing flowers to the stars.  McQueens have been pioneering 
the new English style of floristry since 1991, and it is this that Darrell 
takes his inspiration from.  Darrell has his business in North Walsham 
but lives in Ridlington where he breeds sheep.  

His sense of style and unbounded passion for flowers has helped him 
develop his business and ensured that he has gone from providing 
arrangements for people like Elton John to the people of North 
Walsham.  Although he has only been in the area for four years he 
loves North Walsham and the people that live here.  He is always 

happy to come to work because of the community spirit and the people that come into his shop on a daily basis.

Darrell says ‘I love the people in North Walsham and the Griffon Area.  They are friendly and approachable and have welcomed my business 
in the area’

He prefers modern arrangements but is still a fan of classic English flowers and his favourite at this time of year is the Peony.

Although he is a fan of modern arrangements he has had one job to do that was even a bit weird for Darrell.  He had to do the 
flowers for a wedding where they wanted everything to be black.  This involved spray painting red roses black!  

Spring Floral Design is located on Church Street, North Walsham and is open Monday – Saturday 9.30 am – 5 pm  apart from 
Wednesday when they close early at 2pm.  You can contact them on 01692 403184 or at www.springfloraldesign.com

Focus on a local Business...
Griffon Area Partnership
Brentnall House, 32 Vicarage Street, North Walsham NR28 9DQ 
T: 01692 407509
E: office@griffon.org.uk
W: www.griffon.org.uk

Company registration number: 5020249  
Charity number: 1104364




