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something else.  It won’t be the same thing for everyone, they will be tailor made for everyone’s needs.  It’s a scary time for people at the 
moment.  My husband has just been made redundant so I know what it’s like.  This programme aims to help people like him but also 
anyone who wants to go into employment or training.  The sessions will be very useful but also a lot of fun as well.  People can attend 
the whole programme or just one or two specific workshops, it is very flexible.”

The programme is part funded by the European Union through the European Social Fund and also is co-financed by the Learning and 
Skills Council.  To book your place on the courses and for further information please contact Sue Willis at the Griffon Office on  
01692 407509 or via email at northwalshamarea@hotmail.com

Voyager PROJECT BOOSTED BY £12,000 GRANT (continued)
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GRIFFON MEETINGS
The next scheduled Griffon Area Partnership meetings are as follows for 2010.

Date Meeting Location

11th May 2010 Griffon Parish Conference and Member’s Day (Start 9.15am) Bacton Village Hall

15th June 2010 Griffon Board Meeting (Start 9.30am) Saddler’s Shop, North Walsham

7th September 2010 Griffon Board Meeting (Start 9.30am) Saddler’s Shop, North Walsham

22nd September 2010 Griffon Representatives (Start 10.00am) Community Centre, North Walsham

14th October 2010 Annual General Meeting (Start 7.30pm) Community Centre, North Walsham

10th November 2010 Griffon Representatives (Start 10.00am) Community Centre, North Walsham

7th December 2010 Griffon Board Meeting (Start 9.30am) Saddler’s Shop, North Walsham
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February 28th – Storms 

The Daily Bellower Broadsheet reports that Lord Gordon the Prime Minister has been 
before the Privy Council of War, answering questions on the campaigning on the North West 
Frontier.  Asked why the Infantry were shod in cardboard boots, with undergarments made 
from moleskins, he said it made them more energetic in the attack, and prevented plague.  The 
Grand Inquisitor also asked why the Cavalry were being forced to mount on local mules, and 
noted that their coal scuttle helmets kept falling over their eyes due to being oversized.  Lord 
Gordon said that much expense from the Treasury had been directed to the Isle of Dogs 
Ironworks in providing the men with dual purpose coal scuttles, not only to wear as helmets, 
but also to contain their coal allowance for warming their tents during the freezing frontier 
nights. Lord Gordon then retired to his newly built 60 bedroom mansion on the Isle of Dogs 
to contemplate his position, and powder his wig.  My man Lurch and Mrs Pustule the Cook 
asked if there was any chance of a revolution to remove the present Government?  “No,”  
quothe I, as the greater public are either drunk on cheap ale or too pre-occupied with the 
latest illustrated story in the Daily Bellower of The End of Memmerdale Street.  This seemingly endless illustrated cartoon 
lampoons current society and supplies an endless daily dose of death, maiming, sheep rustling and unwanted pregnancies, 
enough to keep everyone amused and entertained.  The voters (2 known alive in the Parish) will have to comply with the 
rotten parliamentary system and drag themselves to the ballot box later in the year in order to get rid of the pox ridden Lord 
Gordon.
 

March 1st – Frost, Hail and Sleet 

Jeremiah Blackleg died from a swelling of the giblets, and it took 6 men to sit on the coffin lid while it was nailed down.  Had 
Heron Pie for dinner, but the claws and beaks were sticking through the crust.  On opening the steaming covering, I found 
that Mrs Pustule had left on all the feathers as well.  I sent it back to the kitchen with much profanity and demanded that I 
be provided with something else.  3 hours later, an unshaven donkey’s leg, complete with hoof, but covered in a grey piquant 
sauce, was served to me on a large platter.  So I threw it at Lurch and went out for a walk to view the gibbets at the Town 
Cross.

March 2nd – Wind 

A sleepless night due to last night’s dinner.  Jed Smollett hanged for stealing a piece of cheese.  Only 3 people attended 
the execution due to cheap ale being available at the back door of the Dog Biscuit Shop.  Ate some sheep’s brains, pig’s 
tongues and a plate of starlings at dinner, washed down with 3 bottles of my best Madeira.  Sent for a fourth, but Lurch 
informed me that new supplies in the country were unobtainable due to the great shower of mud and filth that had 
enveloped the island home of the great fortified wine, due to an outbreak of Spanish Effluvience. This year’s casks of 
fermenting Madeira have all been contaminated.  The last shipment landed at Lynn was reported to be blighted and unfit 
for gentlemanly consumption.  On a recent visit to the port, Lurch said he felt an uncontrollable urge had to test a sample 
of the bottles which were lying on the quay, but cannot recall the results.

March 4th – Rain 

Ebenezer Grindling believed poisoned by a sausage roll.  Or at least it was thought to be poisoning, otherwise, why would 
blue smoke come out in clouds from his posterior?  The Depression in Commerce gets worse and worse.  The National 
Debt continues to soar, and men are being discharged everywhere, because there is no work for them.  They cannot be 
persuaded to join the Army due to the fear of ending up on the North West Frontier.  The Press Gang at Cromer have 
resorted to using sleeping tinctures in the tankards of those frequenting the seafront alehouses, while employing the wiles 
of Sullen Sally to tempt the unwary to a life at sea.  Pound notes are now worthless and tradesmen demand payment in 
gold.  I took the opportunity to pay Lurch and Mrs Pustule their back wages in notes, which I had received from Sir 
Bradley Dingle, in payment of gambling debts.  They complained the notes were headed ‘Bank of Wishful Dreams’ and 
promised to pay the bearer ‘For all your Happy Days’.  Mrs Pustule then mixed me some hot punch, but when it came it 
tasted of something unnatural and I drank it not.  I took myself off to the White Unicorn for a butt of port and a basket of 
pickled carp.

Compiled from archive material found in the Wine Cellar at Griffon Hall.

SQUIRE GRIFFON’S JOURNAL

“Ad Absurdum”  
– To the Point of Absurdity
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NORTH WALSHAM FARMERS MARKET

The 2010 dates for North Walsham Farmer’s Market, which is held in St Benets Hall (behind St Nicholas Church), 
normally on the 2nd and 5th Saturdays of the month from 9am until 12 noon, are as follows:

10th April
8th May
29th May
12th June
10th July
31st July
14th August
11th September
9th October
30th October
13th November
11th December
OLD WORD USEFUL FOR THE MOMENT 

‘Harbouration’	 A collective noun, used to describe a collection of anything unpleasant, ie politicians.

Thomas Darlington’s, Folk Speech of South Cheshire, 1887
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Voyager Community Group
North Walsham

Voyager is open to anyone who would like to make new friends and try a variety of different activities.  It meets every 
Monday from 10am to 4pm in the Saddler’s Shop, and every Wednesday from 10pm to 4pm in the St Nicholas Room, 
both rooms are located next to St Nicholas Church in North Walsham. Lunches are available on both days from 12pm 
and cost £2.   The Voyager Project is run by the Griffon Area Partnership and is currently funded until 2011 by the Big 
Lottery Fund.  For further details please contact Sue Willis on 01692 407509 or via email at office@griffon.org.uk

Mondays:

There is a different activity each week, starting at 10.00am, primarily focussing on well-being, including pampering, relaxation, massage 
and healthy eating etc.  All activities are £2 unless otherwise stated.  12th April 2010 is a special day - from 10am to 12pm there is an 
Easter Fun Craft Session in St Benet Hall in North Walsham.  Families are welcome to come along and enjoy a fun-filled morning of craft 
activities at a cost of £1.00 per child.  Though please remember that children will be the responsibility of their parents or carers at all times.

Monday activities are as follows:

Voyager Art Club – Monday Afternoons

The Voyager Art Group takes place on Monday afternoons and is becoming a popular place to come and create.  The tutor is 
Fiona Muller who is a visual artist with a background in Textiles and fine art.  She has worked with all types of people and 
wants to see a diverse range of people in the group.  An informal class, it is starting people with the basics in drawing and 
painting with options to digress on to a different activity if you need to break away from the norm.  Whether you are interested 
in drawing, painting, sculpture, textiles or any aspect of art we would love to see you there.  Whether you haven’t set pen to 
paper since school or whether you have an interest in art already come along and give it a go.  Art club happens on Monday 
afternoons from 2 pm – 4pm in the Saddler’s Shop in North Walsham.  It costs £2 per session and includes tea and cake.

Date Activity

29th March Reflexology Taster

5th April Closed

12th April Family Fun Craft

19th April Closed

26th April Drop in, Lunch

26th April Drop in, Lunch
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Voyager Community Group (continued)
Wednesdays:

From 10am until 12 noon there is a drop-in session with refreshments and the day’s papers, and also the chance to play board 
games or catch up with friends.  Information and advice are available as well as details of other agencies and services.  In the 
afternoon from 2-4pm there is a different activity each week, ranging from talks on local history, wildlife and bird watching, art, 
craft activities and antiques appreciation.  Wednesday activities are as follows:

For all Voyager bookings and enquiries, please contact Sue Willis on 01692 407509 or by email at office@griffon.org.uk.

 
Voyager UPDATE
The grant will help local people, whether it be finding employment, going on to further training, or learning a new skill.  The 
programme will focus on confidence building, job search and interview skills and work placements.  It will include a session of 
trying out clothes and (even) make up for interviews to give everyone who signs up the best possible chance to change their 
lives.  

Starting in April, the free workshops will be held at The Saddler’s Shop, on Vicarage Street, North Walsham, from 10 – 12pm.  
Free transport and childcare places are also available.  Participants of the programme will also be able to choose a free taster 
session of another course of their choice, which could be anything from IT skills to dressmaking or from digital photography to 
cooking.

The workshops are open to anyone whether they have never worked or have worked for 20 years and just been made redundant, 
or if they are just starting out, or want to train to do something else.  It won’t be the same thing for everyone, they will be tailor 
made for everyone’s needs.  The sessions will be very useful but also a lot of fun as well.  People can attend the whole programme 
or just one or two specific workshops, it is very flexible.”

The programme is part funded by the European Union through the European Social Fund and also is co-financed by the 
Learning and Skills Council.

For more information on the workshops call Sue Willis at Voyager on 01692 407509.

Date Activity

24th March Batik and Textile Printing with Fiona Muller

31st March Belly Dancing

7th April Gentle Exercise with Excel 2000

14th April Linda’s 60th Birthday Celebrations

21st April Birdwatching Talk by Roger Fickling

28th April Open Craft Surgery

5th May Talk on Personal Safety by Norfolk Police

12th May Gentle Exercise with Excel 2000

19th May Talk on local Transport by NWACTA

26th May Corsages and Lace Making with Fiona Muller

2nd June Local History with Neil Storey

16th June Art with Susie English
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Voyager Community Group (continued)
Outreach to parishes

Following public consultation, visits to some village halls in the area, and discussions with local communities Voyager will be 
running in the following locations on a Monday morning, from May 2010: 

Mundesley Coronation Hall	 1st Monday in month
Gimingham Village Hall	 2nd & 4th Monday in the month
North Walsham Saddlers Shop	 3rd Monday in the month

From Sept 2010:
Dilham Village Hall		 1st Tuesday in the month
Another venue		 Every Thursday morning in the month

Decisions were made on the following criteria:

• Public consultation
• Suitability of venue
• Availability of venue
• Storage at venue
• Support from local people including volunteering offers
• What else was available in the parish 
• Consideration of day and time on what other activities were going on

Crossroads

Following a merger of groups and a financial revue in January Crossroads will not be able to continue to fund a worker at Voyager 
from April 2010.  Currently three attendees at Voyager receive personal care from the worker.  The cost of the worker is currently 
£13.74 per hour for 6 hours per session = £82.44.  There are three options as I see it at present:

• Those users pay privately for the worker, split 3 ways
• Those users pay for the worker through personal budgets
• Voyager funds the worker by applying for additional funding

Option 3 is feasible but will take longer than the 6 weeks we have until funding ceases.

Family Fun

These are really popular, we had over 70 people at the one in half term and half of them were new users to the group.

Piece Together

Piece Together is a support group and meets fortnightly on a Thursday at The Charis Centre from 10.30 to 12.30pm.  It is run 
by Jeanne Norman from Norfolk CALM.  Meeting dates are:

25th March
8th April
22nd April
6th May
20th May
3rd June
17th June
1st July
15th July
29th July

For more information please contact Jeanne Norman on 01263 722792 or 07538813744.
 
Community Garden

We have reached an acceptable agreement with North Walsham Parochial Church Council on the use of the land by St 
Benet Hall as a garden.  We hope to start in May 2010.

Griff ‘n’ Chips – monthly lunch group for people with dementia and their carers
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Other Community Development Work
C’Mon Dad

We have just been awarded £2,000 from Garfield Weston for the C’Mon Dad project.  C’Mon Dad is a service for fathers and 
their children and runs 2 sessions a month at North Walsham Children’s Centre from 10 to 1pm.  On Easter Saturday we are 
holding an Easter Fun Day, with activities for all the family.  Activities include: circus skills, mask making, egg painting, face 
painting, egg hunt, junk percussion and pampering for mums.  All activities are free.  For more details about the day or about the 
C’Mon Dad Service, please cal Sue Willis on 01692 407509 or Suzy Coulson, the project co-ordinator on 07519810588.
Griffon Parish Conference

The planning for the second of our Parish Conference’s is well under way.  The date is 11th May 2010, at Bacton Village Hall, 
from 9.30am – 2.30pm.  We have already secured some speakers for the event including Graham Tuttle from Norfolk Community 
Foundation, Helen Burrows from Victory Housing, and Graham Copsey from NHS Norfolk, as well as some other organisation 
who will have display stands at the event.
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Griffon Gallery
The Griffon Gallery kicks off its 2010 Season with an exhibition of artwork from the Voyager Community Group and is entitled 
‘Voyager Vision’.  This exhibition will feature work of those people who have been involved with Voyager, and also from the 
newly formed Monday afternoon Art Club.  The exhibition opens on Wednesday 17th March and runs until 8th April 2010.  
“Voyager Vision” is an appropriate way to start the Griffon Gallery for 2010 as it features new and refreshing ways of looking at 
everyday objects.  For further information, please contact the Griffon Office.  Images from the exhibition can be seen below.
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HEALTH MATTERS - NORTH NORFOLK WORKOUT PROJECT
This project is a new scheme to help people become physically and mentally healthier by taking part in nature conservation 
activities and learning more about the local environment.  Activities include:

•	 Hedge Planting
•	 Woodland management
•	 Identifying wildlife
•	 Pond improvements
•	 Heathland restoration.

It is a new way to get fit and healthy by 
enabling the community to get out and 
explore the outdoor environment which 
is on everyone’s doorstep.  Because we 
are surrounded by green open spaces, it 
is a great way to refresh the mind, reduce 
stress levels and improve overall mental 
and emotional health.  It is a way to 
meet new people, learn new skills and 
become more self confident.  The best bit 
is that people will be making a positive 
contribution to the local environment.

An experienced leader is available to 
help people choose their activities to 
suit their needs and warm-up and cool 
down stretches are used to help the body 
prepare for work.

Who can take part?

•	 Anyone over 16 years old, whatever their capabilities
•	 Join for just an hour, or stay for up to a 3 hour session
•	 Some sessions focus on learning and fun, whilst others include opportunities to try gently or more challenging physical tasks
•	 No experience necessary.

Get fit in the great outdoors – Pigney’s Wood, Near North Walsham



Griffonews

Activities in Griffon Country in March 2010 are as follows:

(Sessions start at 1pm and last until 4pm).

 

Booking and Details

You don’t need to book, but it helps the project if you make contact to let the leader know that you are coming.  Minibus 
transport is available from stated pick up points ONLY.  All tools and refreshments are provided.  Please wear old clothes and 
sturdy boots or shoes, bring waterproofs if you have them.  Please ensure that your tetanus inoculation is up to date.

Contact for the North Norfolk Workout Project:

Mark Webster
North Norfolk Project Officer
01263 516336/07843 069567
E: workout@bctv.org.uk
W: www.btcv.org/norfolk
Countryside Section, North Norfolk District Council, Holt Road, Cromer, NR27 9EN

Date site activity meeting points

Thursday 
25th March

North Walsham  
Pigney’s Wood

Pollarding Trees North Walsham Train Stm 12.35pm 
Pigney’s Wood Car Park – 1pm

Friday 26th 
March

North Walsham  
Spa Common

Path Maintenance North Walsham Train Station 12.35pm North Walsham 
Brick Kiln Road/Hollybush Road Junction – 1pm

Thursday 
1st April

North Walsham 
Sadler’s Wood

Tree Aftercare North Walsham Train Stn 12.35pm Nelson Road/
Tenison Road Junction (in Nth Walsham) 1pm

Thursday 
8th April

North Walsham 
Pigney’s Wood

Reedbed Rescue North Walsham Train Stn 12.35pm 
Pigney’s Wood Car Park – 1pm

Thursday 
15th April

North Walsham 
Pigney’s Wood

Pollarding Beech 
Trees

North Walsham Train Stn 12.35pm 
Pigney’s Wood Car Park – 1pm

Friday 16th 
April

North Walsham 
Bacton Woods

Woodland Habitat 
Survey

North Walsham Train Stn 12.35pm 
Bacton Woods Car Park – 1pm

Thursday 
22nd April

North Walsham 
Pigney’s Wood

Levelling the 
Pathway

North Walsham Train Stn 12.35pm 
Pigney’s Wood Car Park – 1pm

Thursday 
29th April

North Walsham 
Pigney’s Wood

Woodland 
Regeneration

North Walsham Train Stn 12.35pm 
Pigney’s Wood Car Park – 1pm
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GRIFFON COUNTRY HERITAGE – THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE 
KNOWN ABOUT……… 
THE WORK OF THE NORTH WALSHAM AND DILHAM CANAL TRUST

The North Walsham and Dilham Canal Trust was formed in January 2008, with 
the aim of working with the canal proprietors and adjacent landowners, to protect, 
conserve and improve the route of the canal and its branches, for the benefit 
of the community and the environment, promoting access to the navigation 
for all, allowing it once again to become an area enjoyed and appreciated by 
the community, whether walkers, nature lovers, anglers, canoeists, boaters or 
gongoozlers (people who just like sitting by water watching what is going on).

The objective of the Trust is to work for the public benefit in partnership with 
the canal owners, landowners, local authorities, organisations, businesses and 
bodies such as the Griffon Area Partnership.  The work intends to promote the 
restoration and eco-friendly use by vessels of the canal and its branches, so as to 
give a balance between the needs of navigation, recreation, heritage, landscape 
conservation and wildlife and natural habitats.  This should improve access and use 
of the canal landscape for the community and contribute to the local economy 
by making the canal a tourist attraction, while protecting the environment and 
heritage.

Regular work parties are usually held on the second and last Sunday of every month.  Unpaid volunteers meet on a regular 
basis to maintain the vistas surrounding the locks and associated structures along its length.  Details of working party dates can 
be found at the end of this article.

Recent Developments

In an exciting development the northern stretch of the canal from just above Royston Bridge at Swafield for just over 2 miles 
downstream to just below Ebridge Lock has been purchased by the Old Canal Company Ltd.  The North Walsham Canal Co 
Ltd retains ownership of the canal from Ebridge down to the tail of Honing Lock, from where the tidal stretch to its junction 
with the Smallburgh River is own by one of Mr Alistair Paterson’s Farming Companies.

The move is part of an enterprising project by Mr & Mrs Laurie Ashton to restore water to their Bacton Wood Mill to enable it 
to start grinding locally produced grain once again.  Associated with this is a project to recreate a public footpath from Bacton 
Wood, alongside the canal up to the former Wherry Inn at Royston Bridge.  The Ashton’s have made great progress in restoring 
Bacton Wood Lock with major assistance from the Trust’s work parties.  The upstream fore bay has been rebuilt, some repairs have 
been carried out to the chamber, and thoughts are now turning to the building and installation of lock gates

A major obstacle is the fact that the canal has been breached 400 yards north of the lock where the River Ant used to pass under 
the canal in a culvert.  The river now passes in an open channel, it being thought that this breach was created by the local water 
company years ago, but as a result the canal bed is now dry down to the mill.  As part of the renovation, a working party was held 
at Royston Bridge in November 2009, to start clearing years of growth.

Elsewhere the work parties have continued unabated.  Sessions at Ebridge have continued the work of clearing trees and bushes 
from the canal bed and bank on the north-eastern side upstream of the lock and this has now reached well beyond the mill 
pool.

Also in November 2009, the session at Briggate continued the clearance of the millpond.  A digger helped to remove large 
tree roots and the plan is to completely clear the mill pond to enable the amount of repair and rebuilding work to be correctly 
assessed.  The final session of 2009 was at Honing Staithe Cut, where work concentrated on improving the path that was created 
some time ago.
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Sessions planned for 2010 are as follows:

28th March	 Briggate
11th April 	 Honing Lock
25th April 	 Honing/Staithe Cut
9th May 	 Bacton Lock
23rd May	 Bacton Lock
6th June 	 Briggate
20th June 	 Ebridge

For further information, or if you would like to join one of the work parties, please contact the Secretary of the North Walsham 
and Dilham Canal Trust, Carole Bullinger on 07885 501914 or via email bullingerfit@hotmail.com.  For further information 
on the canal, please visit the East Anglia Waterways Association website at www.eawa.co.uk.  The Griffon Area Partnership office 
also has available information leaflets about the Trust.

REPORT FROM THE PASTON HERITAGE SOCIETY

2009 proved to be one of the busiest years in the history of the Society and it looks like 2010 will be busy in a different way.  
The Paston Heritage Society Committee are actively seeking to further the plans for a permanent ‘home’ for the Society 
with facilities to house exhibitions and hold workshops etc.

Bacton Wood Lock - 2009

Ebridge Mill - 1926
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Paston Heritage Events

Date event remarks
23rd May The Society has purchased a large Crab and Lobster to take 

part in the Cromer and Sheringham Crab and Lobster Festival.  
After being on display in Cromer these will be auctioned to 
raise funds for the Society. 

 Last year Phippo, the Society’s Hippo, 
raised £750 for Society funds.

29th, 30th and  
31st May

Open Churches Weekend.  Workshops, walks and exhibitions 
with papermaking, poetry writing, calligraphy etc.  The theme 
is ‘Rood Screens’ and the entire weekend is designed to cater 
for all ages.  

Refreshments and a souvenir stall will be 
available.

4th and 5th 
September

Exhibition of ‘The Pastons’ Country’ at Oxburgh Hall.  Not 
only will the full Paston Heritage Society Exhibition be on 
display but more artefacts and work linked to the Paston Family.

Subscriptions to join Paston Heritage 
Society for 2010 are £5.

For all enquires and information please 
contact: Jo Berry, 1, Meadow Drive, 
Mundesley, Norfolk, NR11 8LL
Phone:   01263 720743  
Email:   joberrym@btinternet.com



GRIFFON COUNTRY HERITAGE – EDINGTHORPE CHURCH 
AND THE SIEGFRIED SASSOON CONNECTION
For those of you who don’t know, the village of Edingthorpe lies three miles north-east of North 
Walsham.  Even when you’ve lived in Norfolk a long time and you think you know the place well - 
it can still surprise you. Edingthorpe Church is one of these delightful surprises. You turn off at the 
duck pond in the centre of the village, drive along a narrow, muddy lane and after about a quarter 
of a mile you find the church located on the crest of the hill - surrounded by a belt of pine trees. 
At  Easter if you plan a visit, you will find the graveyard full of daffodils.

The war poet Siegfried Sassoon visited the church when he was child on holiday in Norfolk. 
The location obviously made an impression on him for, later in life, when he came to write his 
autobiography The Old Century and Seven More Years (1938), he remembers the timelessness of 
the place:

‘It had a very special dignity and simplicity, standing there on its low hill above  
the harvest fields, as though it were the faithful servant of the life around it. 

All churches are alike in the eyes of our Maker, it now seemed to be saying; it evokes in me a sense of local England and 
the centuries behind it, - the harvests it has seen and the pathos of those humble folk who had toiled and died and had 
been “of this parish”’.

In 1924, the present of a new car allowed Sassoon to explore the old haunts of his childhood.  Noting in his diary various details 
of Edingthorpe Rectory, which his mother had rented for 8 weeks in 1987, he was already recreating the past as literature;

“Mistily I remembered an elongated old shandrydan* of a vehicle with an elderly horse, in which we used to drive to North 
Walsham.  Also I remembered the donkeys we used to ride; I rode mine in a donkey race at a local flower show and came 
last in a field mostly composed of fat farmers.”

Sassoon used to stay at the Old Rectory each summer with his parents and his two bothers 
Michael and Hamo. On his return to Edingthorpe in 1937 he also remarked upon the 
village pond, but in less picturesque terms:  ‘There was the black stagnant pond with a few 
ducks on it - longer and narrower than it had been in my rememberings... It had always 
been an unprepossessing, unfishable pond.’

As regards to the church itself, it is fairly unremarkable on the exterior; it has a traditional 
rounded tower, so often found in Norfolk and Suffolk. The bottom section is likely to be 
late Saxon, with the upper levels dating from the medieval period.  If the exterior is plain, 
the interior is a delight. Though small and by most standards quite plain, the church has a 
wealth of interesting remains. The most unusual of these is readily apparent upon entry; on 
the wall above the font is a tattered and worn door. This is the “Paston Door”, thought to 
be 12th century. 

The plastered walls boast a series of medieval wall paintings, probably from the 14th century. 
Though much is worn, the faces of some figures are very well preserved.  Moving on, the 
rood screen is a delight. It is small, but the circular tracery is very well done. The tracery has 
been repainted in places, but the 12 painted figures in niches either side of the chancel arch 
appear original. There are small, round holes in the screen; these are traditionally held to be 
bullet holes from shots fired by Cromwell’s men during the English Civil War.

*  To save you looking it up in a dictionary or on Wikipedia, a shandrydan is a disparaging name for an old fashioned vehicle, usually a 
2-wheeled cart or chaise, particularly that with a hood.
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Siegfried Sassoon

All Saints Church, Edingthorpe
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GRIFFON AREA PARTNERSHIP – AGENTS FOR PAVILLION THEATRE 
CROMER
Griffon is pleased to announce that it has agreed to act as agents for the Pavilion Theatre in Cromer.  That means that you can 
book your tickets via the Griffon Office, for all the shows that are on offer at the Pavilion Theatre, thus allowing the community 
the opportunity of booking at a location convenient to them.  Details of the 2010 season shows and events at the Pavilion Theatre 
are held in the Griffon Gallery.  For bookings and further information, please contact Jan at the Griffon Office on 01692 407509 
or via email at office@griffon.org.uk.
NORTH WALSHAM TOWN FUNDAY IN THE MEMORIAL PARK – 6th JUNE 
2010
For 2010, North Walsham Christmas Lights Committee and North Walsham and District Lions Club have joined in 
partnership to hold a ‘Funday’ on the North Walsham War Memorial Park on Sunday 6th June 2010 from 12.00 to 5.00pm.

There will be rides, stalls and entertainment throughout the afternoon.  The Committee are asking if anyone out there would 
be interested in taking a stall under either Business, Charity, Craft Stalls or Children Rides/Activities category.

The Committee anticipates that the Craft Section will be under cover in a marquee.  Craft Stalls (non-food only) will cots 
£10 per 6’ x 6’ or multiples thereof, and the number of stalls will be dependant on the size of the marquee and therefore all 
applications are accepted on a first come basis.

Charity Stalls (non-food) will be situated throughout the park, and these will cost £10 for a 3m x 3m pitch (small gazebo size) 
and £3.50 per square metre thereafter.

The Committee are anxious not to be inundated with tombola stalls, and therefore are asking that charities try to make their 
stalls out of the ordinary and attractive, in order to maximise interest for the public.  Regrettably the Committee will have to 
restrict the number of tombola stalls to about 4 or 5 and these will be accepted on a first come basis.

Businesses will be welcome and every effort will be made to try to avoid duplication of trades although the Committee cannot 
guarantee this.  For these pitches, the cost per 3 square metre stall is £40, then £5 per square metre for non-food and £55 for 
a 4m foot trailer, then £6 per square metre thereafter.

Children’s rides and other activities will be welcome and these will be quoted for at the time of enquiry.

The Committee hopes that individuals, business, organisations etc will wish to join in this venture.  To receive an application 
form, or for further information please contact:

Email:  	 pitches@north-walsham-funday.co.uk

Text Only to: 	07788 464664

In Writing to: 	North Walsham Funday, c/o North Walsham Town Council, Council Offices, New Road,  
	 North Walsham NR28 9DE

To avoid any delays, you are requested to ensure that your letter is clearly marked.
All completed applications are to be returned by FRIDAY 21st MAY 2010.
You are kindly advised not to telephone the Town Council about the Funday.



Griffonews

THE GRIFFON AREA PARTNERSHIP – CHARITABLE OBJECTIVES
The promotion for the public benefit of urban or rural regeneration in areas of social and economic deprivation and in particular 
in the town and neighbouring parishes of North Walsham (‘The North Walsham Area’) by undertaking, encouraging, supporting 
and supplementing measures for:

1.   	The relief of unemployment in such ways as may be thought fit, including assistance to find employment.

2.   The provision of financial assistance, technical assistance, or business advice, or consultancy in order to provide training  
	 and employment opportunities for unemployed people in cases of financial or other charitable need through help in setting 
	 up their own businesses or existing businesses.

3.   	The maintenance, improvement or provision of public amenities.

4.   	The preservation or assistance in the provision of recreational facilities for the public at large and/or those who, by reason  
	 of their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, poverty or social circumstances, have need of such facilities.

5.   	The protection or conservation of the environment.

6.  	  The promotion of public safety and the prevention of crime

7.  	  The advancement of education and training amongst people in the community

8.   	The economic and social well being of the people of the area. and such other means as may from time to time be determined 
	 subject to the prior written consent of the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales.
Griffon Area Partnership
Brentnall House, 32 Vicarage Street, North Walsham NR28 9DQ 
T: 01692 407509
E: office@griffon.org.uk
W: www.griffon.org.uk
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